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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

ADOPTION:  Is when the court gives the rights, responsibilities and legal relationship to a child to a new 

parent(s).  Adoption can only occur if the birth parents’ agree to the adoption, or if their legal rights have been 

terminated by the court, or they have passed away.  If you are aged 12 or older, the Judge will ask you if you 

agree to be adopted. 

ALTERNATIVE PERMANENT PLANNED LIVING ARRANGEMENT:  A permanent case 

plan that does not involve adoption or guardianship but should include at least one adult playing a permanent and 

important role in the child’s life. This includes “independent living.” 

APPEAL:  The legal process by which a “party” (including the child) to a dependency asks a higher court (The 

Court of Appeals) to review a decision of the dependency court judge about ordering or dismissing a dependency, 

where the child lives, and certain other issues.  If a party disagrees with the Judge’s decision, they must file an 

appeal within 15 days of the date the decision was made. 

ATTORNEY:  An individual licensed to practice law by the State of Arizona; also called a lawyer. 

CASA VOLUNTEER:  Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASAs) are volunteers who are specially trained 

to “advocate” (look out) for you and advocate for everything you need to be safe and healthy. 

CASE PLAN:   A written report that tells about the problems in the family (the reasons for court involvement), 

what is needed to help fix those problems, what each person must do to fix the problems, and when those things 

should be done. 

CHILD:  A person under the age of 18 years. 

CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES OR CPS:  Child Protective Services (CPS) is the state agency 

assigned by Arizona law to protect children.  CPS has the legal authority to investigate reports of family problems 

including children being hurt by their parents, children not being protected by their parents, children being left 

alone in unsafe situations, or when parents do not provide a safe home, do not provide critical medical care or 

neglect to properly feed, shelter or care for their basic needs.  CPS can take custody of children in danger, and 

file dependency petitions.  The court may make CPS responsible for the care of children found to be dependent, 

and to provide services to help the family get back together or to make another permanent plan for the child. 

CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICE (CPS) CASE MANAGER:   A specially trained person who 

works for Child Protective Services (CPS).  The CPS Case Manager may be responsible for investigating 

problems that are reported about a family situation or may be responsible for getting services to help a family 

resolve its problems.  The Case Manager will check on children in foster care and the other family members to 

see how everyone is doing, and write a report before each hearing to the court about the progress the child and 

family are making. 

DELINQUENT CHILD:  A person under the age of 18 who is under the supervision of the court for the 

commission of an offense that would be a crime if committed by an adult, such as stealing, destroying property, or 

using illegal drugs.  
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DEPENDENCY:  A decision by the juvenile court judge to allow court intervention in order to protect children 

from neglect, abuse or abandonment. 

DEPENDENCY ADJUDICATION HEARING:  A hearing to decide whether the child will be made 

“dependent.”  The hearing must be completed within ninety days after the parents receive a copy of the 

Dependency Petition. 

DEPENDENCY PETITION: A written legal document (pleading) which gives the facts about why a child is 

in danger in their home, what things were tried to help make things safe and why those things are not enough to 

keep the child safe.  The Petition asks the Juvenile Court Judge to protect the child from neglect, abuse or 

abandonment by making the child a ward of the court. 

DEPENDENT CHILD:  A person under age 18 who is under the supervision of the court due to abuse, 

neglect or abandonment. 

DETENTION:  A locked facility which houses children accused of delinquent acts. 

FOSTER CARE:  Any placement for a child which is not in the home of a parent or legal guardian, and which 

may include a licensed foster home, group home or residential setting, a court ordered placement with a friend or 

relative, and an independent living setting. 

GUARDIAN AD LITEM (GAL):  An attorney appointed by the court to protect the child’s best interest. 

GUARDIANSHIP:  The temporary substitution of legal (parental) responsibility for a child by someone other 

than a parent.  Usually, guardianship is with a relative or a friend who already has a relationship with the child. 

INDEPENDENT LIVING:  A case plan for youth who expect to remain in foster care until they reach age 

18.  Special services and skills training are provided so that youth can learn how to successfully live on their own. 

INCORRIGIBLE CHILD:  A person under age 18 who is under the supervision for the court for the 

commission of acts such as running away, truancy (skipping school), refusing to obey a parent, or committing an 

offense which is only illegal for children. 

INDIAN CHILD:  An unmarried person under the age of 18 who is either a member of a recognized Indian 

tribe or who is eligible for membership. 

INITIAL DEPENDENCY HEARING:  The second hearing which is held after a Dependency Petition is 

filed.  The first hearing is the Preliminary Protective Hearing (PPH).  If a parent does not appear at the PPH, an 

initial dependency hearing will be held within 21 days after the Dependency Petition is filed with the court.  At the 

Initial Hearing, the parents will be asked whether they agree with the dependency or whether they do not agree.  

If they agree, the child will be made a dependent ward of the court.  If a parent disagrees, the next hearing will be 

a Dependency Adjudication Hearing. 

JUDGE:  A lawyer either elected by voters or appointed by the Governor to serve on the court and make 

decisions about questions that are brought to court, based on the law and the information given to him or her. 
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JUVENILE DEPENDENCY COURT:  A special court with trained Judges who oversee the cases of 

abused, neglected and abandoned children who need protection. 

PERMANENCY PLANNING HEARING:  Within a year of the removal of any child from the home, the 

court will hold a permanency planning hearing, to decide what the best permanent plan is for the child.  The 

Judge may decide that termination of the parents’ rights and adoption, or guardianship, or continuing to work 

toward reunification with the family is the best plan, or the Judge may decide that independent living is best for the 

child.  Whatever the Judge decides, CPS will be ordered to do what is necessary to achieve that goal. 

PERMANENT PLAN:    The permanent plan is the final goal for the child and family – what everyone wants 

to happen for the children by the time the case is closed. 

PRELIMINARY PROTECTIVE HEARING OR PPH:  A hearing which will be held within five to 

seven days after the child is removed from home.  At this hearing, the Judge will make preliminary (“for the time 

being”) decisions about whether the child will stay in foster care and which services will be provided to the parents 

and child.  The parents will be asked whether they agree with the dependency.  If the parents do not appear at the 

PPH, there will be an Initial Dependency Hearing.  If the parents attend the hearing but do not agree with the 

dependency, the Judge will schedule a dependency adjudication hearing. 

PLEADING:  A formal written document filed with the court which asks the court to do something. 

REPORT AND REVIEW HEARING:  At least every six months after the child is found to be a 

dependent ward of the court, the court will hold a Report and Review Hearing to look at the progress the family is 

making.  Courts usually hold review hearings more frequently in the beginning of the case.  At a review hearing, 

the Judge may order that the child remain in foster care, or be returned to home, or placed somewhere else. 

TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS:  When the court ends the parent’s rights, responsibilities 

and legal relationship to a child.  This court decision is sometimes called a “severance.” 

WARD OF THE COURT:  Another name for a dependent child who is under the special protection of the 

Arizona Courts, due to abuse, neglect or abandonment.  When a child is a “ward of the court” the Judge will 

decide who has legal responsibility for the child, which means deciding where the child will live, go to school, etc.  

A delinquent or incorrigible child may also become a “ward of the court”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Material in this handout was adapted from the “Getting From Here to There” Guide published by the Children’s 

Action Alliance, January 2007 


